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News from the University of Dallas Eugene Constantin Rome Campus at Due Santi 
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It has now been exactly two decades since I had the 
opportunity to spend a year teaching on the Rome 
campus.  I had this opportunity only a year after com-
ing to the University of Dallas and it is the ideal of 
working together in intellectual community with other 
faculty in theology, philosophy, literature, and art that 
continues to inform my understanding of the universi-
ty’s core curriculum. 
 
Rome also shaped my understanding of my discipline, 
history.  Sites like the Capitoline Hill, for example, 
embody the dialogue between past and present that is 
the object of historical study.  Here the medieval city 
of Cola di Rienzo meets Michelangelo’s Renaissance 
Piazza del Campidoglio.  Here, Livy tells us in the 
Early History of Rome, Juno’s sacred geese warned 
Rome’s defenders of a night attack by the Gauls and 
so preserved a city that, as Camillus proclaimed, was 
“destined to grow great.”  And here on March 25, 
1957, with the monument of Victor Emmanuel II and 
the legacy of nationalism looming in the background, 
the Treaty of Rome was signed in the Palazzo dei 
Conservatori, laying the foundation for today’s Euro-
pean Union. 

During my time in Rome, circumstances also made it 
possible to dramatize this dialogue between past and 
present.  The spring semester coincided with the first 
Persian Gulf War and, instead of the usual Greece 
trip, students and faculty headed south to Sicily.  In 
the Greek theater at Syracuse, the Western Civiliza-
tion I class enacted the debates between Nicias and 
Alcibiades from Thucydides’ History of the Pelopon-
nesian War.  Later that day, looking out over Syra-
cuse’s great harbor and then returning to the stone 
quarries in the archaeological zone, we read Thucydi-
des’ poignant account of the defeat of the Athenian 
navy and the destruction of the Athenian expedition. 
 
Twenty years later, I still recount this experience to 
my Western Civilization classes.  For not only the 
episodes from Thucydides’ history, but also the way 
that they were framed by contemporary events and 
the way in which faculty and students were able to 
transform what might have seemed a stroke of bad 
fortune, all underscored one of the most important 
lessons of the discipline of history – the extent to 
which all human actions, from the most grand to the 
most ordinary, are unavoidably implicated in the iro-
nies of unintended consequences. 
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The Spring 2011 University of Dallas Rome Class at the Campidoglio 
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As hopefully all Catholics in the USA are now aware, 
beginning with Masses for the First Sunday of Advent 
on the weekend of November 26-27, 2011, through-
out America, the translation of the prayers of the 
Mass, that is, the Roman Missal, which has been in 
use in the USA, with only minor retouches, since 
1973, was replaced with an entirely new translation.   
 
To take a step back for a moment and look at the mat-
ter of liturgical translation in historical context, it 
should be remembered that at the time when the pre-
vious translation was being prepared, the Catholic 
Church in the West had had very little experience in 
putting her various sacred texts into the modern lan-
guages of the world (the only other such occasion - 
barring tweaks to the Latin texts through the centuries 
- would have been when the texts were actually put 
into Latin in the earliest centuries of Christianity). 
 
This inexperience was coupled with the need to trans-
late roughly 1200 pages of Latin text as rapidly as 
possible.  As might be imagined, the results were une-
ven, not only due to choices made in translation, but 
also due to the inadequacies of the philosophy of 
translation which lay behind those choices, permitting 
a relatively free hand to translators to improvise the 
Sacred Texts in a rather fluid way, all in the name of 
equivalency in the receptor language.  To this was 
added the problem of supplemental texts which were 
not a part of the Latin typical edition, which have 
been removed from the new Roman Missal, not only 
because these texts were innovations, but also be-
cause, on occasion, as in the case of the now eliminat-
ed Memorial Acclamation Christ has died . . ., they 
were deemed to be foreign to the style Roman Missal 
or even theologically deficient. 
 
Of course, with the benefit of the experience of these 
past nearly 40 years, it is easy to see that in order to 
confront a faithless society, what is needed is a trans-
lation which presents the Sacred Texts of the Church 
clearly, giving expression to our identity as Catholics, 
without softening or “dumbing down” the full import 

of the Sacred Mysteries proposed to the Faithful in 
the Sacred Liturgy for 20 centuries.  Therefore, the 
Bishops of the English-speaking world, together with 
my own office, the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments, undertook a 
consultation on the translation of the Latin Missale 
Romanum, on an unprecedented scale, with a view to 
revising the texts so as to be, after the vision of 
Blessed Pope John Paul II, in the maximum possible 
way, faithful to the original version. 
 
As one might well imagine, one of the biggest ten-
sions in the work of the translator is the difficulty of  
 

—continued on page  3 

St. Peter’s Basilica 
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choice to “colloquialize” this greeting put the texts in 
English at odds with practically all the other transla-
tions into the modern languages (e.g., Spanish, 
French, German and Italian), each of which translated 
it equivalent to “and with your spirit.”  However, 
most regrettable of all, in my opinion, was the loss, in 
large part, over these nearly 40 years, of the sense of 
the sacred greeting that Christians through the centu-
ries intended in saying “and with your spirit”. 
 
A similar situation was provoked by the reductive 
translation of mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima 
culpa as simply “through my own fault,” which, at  
minimum, caused a loss of emphasis in comparison 
with the actual text, accurately translated in the new 
text as “through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault.”  The systematic elimination 
of the humble prayer of supplication, voiced in Latin 
as quaesumus or “we pray,” which is found in nearly 
all of the Orations of the Mass - from the Eucharistic 
Prayers to the Collects, the Prayers over the Offerings 
and the Prayers after Communion - must likewise be 
noted.  It is hard to calculate the effect of such a sys-
tematic omission in the manner in addressing God in 
prayer, but, it seems to me, that since “we pray” ever 
orients us correctly in a position of humility before 
the Lord, its omission would be akin to removing 
“hallowed by Thy name” from the Lord’s Prayer.  It, 
though perhaps subtly, effectively changes everything 
about how we pray. 
 
Certainly many more examples might be called to the 
attention of the Catholic Faithful, but suffice it to say 
that the aim of this new Roman Missal is to translate 
the texts of the Mass with the maximum possible fi-
delity so that the full richness of the Sacred Liturgy 
might shine through has, I believe, been done and 
been done effectively in the new translation of the 
Roman Missal.  Catholics the English speaking world 
over can rightly be excited as they experience the 
richness and beauty of the now accurately translated 
Roman Missal. 

Monsignor Fucinaro addresses the Fall 2011 Women’s Retreat 

—continued from page 2 
 
remaining truly objective in bringing a project to 
completion without personal bias or, even more im-
portantly, without yielding to the temptation to 
“improve upon” a text by “over-translating” it or by 
packing something of an interpretation into it.  Some 
of these tendencies may seem harmless enough when 
viewed in isolation, but the accumulated weight of 
them in the context of the entire Sacred Texts of the 
Mass can be and, I believe, has been enormous for the 
People of God.  Nowhere was this more profound 
than in the “over-translation” of the words pro multis 
in the words of consecration over the chalice.  Very 
clearly those words in English can only mean “for 
many” (as in, “which will be poured out for you and 
for many . . .”), and yet the text was translated as “for 
all” to the detriment of the actual sense of the words. 
 
In the choice to translate the ancient sacred greeting 
which begins the Mass as “and also with you” (for the 
Latin et cum spiritu tuo), the translators were able to 
provide a sense of familiarity of greeting, but they did 
so at the loss of the sacredness of the moment, giving 
us instead an exchange much the same as something 
which might be heard on the street.  Indeed, the  

Pope Benedict XVI greeting Monsignor Fucinaro on April 28, 2010 
after the new translation was presented to the Holy Father  
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One of Rome’s greatest monuments has received a 
distinctive face-lift recently.  Called the Ara Pacis 
(“Altar of Peace”) it is a massive sacrificial altar con-
structed in 13 – 9 B.C. by the Emperor Augustus in 
honor of both his own imperial rule and his emerging 
dynasty during the early days of the Roman Empire.  
Built along the banks of the Tiber, not far from the 
site of Augustus’ mausoleum, this was one of the 
city’s most splendid and important buildings until the 
fall of Rome in the fifth century A.D.  After that the 
Ara Pacis was all but forgotten, owing to a series of 
dramatic alluvial floods that left it buried under 15 
feet of silt for over 1000 years. 
 
It was only in the early 20th century that it was exca-
vated and put again on public display.  Then, in 2006, 
famed American architect Richard Meier gave the 
Ara Pacis a new look altogether.  Still situated on the 
banks of the Tiber, the monument is now both beauti-
fully restored and housed in Meier’s gleamingly new 
and modern museum.  Today, visitors flock to the 
museum as much to see Meier’s work as they do to 
see Augustus’ memorial.  Either way, the wedding of 
ancient marble and modern architecture has trans-
formed the Ara Pacis into one of Rome’s proudest 
attractions. 
 
The most notable feature of the ancient monument is 
its marble relief sculptures.  These are located on the 
outer walls of the altar sanctuary and include a num-
ber of scenes highlighting the promise of Augustus’ 
lineage.  On one wall there is a procession of the Julio
-Claudian family, along with pagan priests and magis-
trates, presumably participating in the inaugural sacri-
fice.  Augustus is depicted in this procession, fol-
lowed by relatives, including those whom he intended 
to legitimize as potential heirs, among them Marcus 
Agrippa, Tiberius, and the young boys Gaius Caesar 
and Germanicus.  As it turned out, all of these family 
members died before becoming emperor, with the 
exception of Tiberius, Augustus’ step-son, who even-
tually succeeded him.  Palace intrigue seems to have 
had a hand in promoting Tiberius at the expense of 
the others and creating havoc in this family over sev-
eral decades.  Hence, no later viewer in antiquity 
would have missed the contrast between Augustus’ 
apparently well-laid plans and the family misfortunes 
that followed, including accusations of murder early 
on (Germanicus) that gave way to egregious miscon-
duct and outright insanity in the later generations of  

the Julio-Claudians (Caligula and Nero). 
 
In addition to portraying the supposed future of Au-
gustus’ Roman imperial dynasty, the reliefs of the 
Ara Pacis also looked backward in time to the mythic 
origins of Rome.  Aeneas is shown performing a sac-
rifice to household gods in one scene, for example, 
while Romulus and Remus suckle the she-wolf in 
another.  These visual references were common 
enough in Rome times.  But they took on a special 
meaning here, given Augustus’ supposed family rela-
tionship to both Aeneas and Romulus through Julius 
Caesar and the rest of the Julian dynasty.   The god-
dess Venus and god Mars also figured prominently in 
the self-image of this dynasty. 
 
Were these deities a thing of the active present, as 
Julius Caesar would have liked to have it some dec-
ades before, or now a thing of the fading past when 
set against Augustus’ new and revolutionary age of 
Peace?  There is evidence that Augustus wanted to 
have it both ways.  Most Roman shrines had only one 
entrance, imitating the sacred cave of the she-wolf 
associated with Romulus and Remus.  But the Ara 
Pacis was unusual in having two—both a front en-
trance and back door.  Wayne Andersen, in The Ara 
Pacis of Augustus and Mussolini, posits that by creat-
ing two entrances to the Ara Pacis, the structure also 
honors the two-headed god Janus, who looked both 
forward and back.   This is certainly true of the relief  
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A female goddess, identified with Venus or a personification of 
Peace, sitting with Romulus and Remus on the Ara Pacis Augustae  



—continued from page 4 
 
sculpture, which depicts the future hope of Augustus’ 
family tree alongside the legendary past of his Roman 
ancestors. 
 
Richard Meier’s new home for the Ara Pacis builds 
upon the temporal dualities already present in the 
original monument in order to create an utterly mod-
ern structure that nonetheless respects the traditions of 
the past.   There is another aspect of the monument’s 
past, beyond the Augustan one, that he needed to take 
account of as well.  Because of its mention in ancient 
documents, the Ara Pacis’ existence was known long 
after its burial under the Tiber’s silt in the late days of 
the Roman Empire.  Fragmentary marble relief carv-
ings were discovered in the 16th century, and more 
remains of the altar were discovered in 1859 under a 
palazzo in Rome. Excavations followed in 1909 but 
then came to a halt for technical reasons until a more 
successful campaign in the 1930s completed the 
work.  The Ara Pacis restoration took place under the 
direction of the Italian dictator, Benito Mussolini, 
who subsequently relocated the monument in order to 
ensure it maximum visibility.  
 
Mussolini’s interest in the Ara Pacis was anything but 
scientific.  Rather, it reflected an ambition to trans-
form his own regime into one on par with the ancient 
Roman Empire. The Fascist dictator pursued this vi-
sion of a new Rome through armed warfare in various 
foreign lands. Under Mussolini, Italy increased its 
control over Libya, began a war with Ethiopia and 
sent troops to support the Fascist dictator Francisco 
Franco in the civil war in Spain.  In 1938, when his 
emerging ally Adolf Hitler visited Rome, Mussolini 
took him on a personal tour of the city, which includ-
ed a visit to the Ara Pacis.  Symbolically, the monu-
ment had now become a theater for showing off Ital-
ian fascism at home and imperialism abroad.   
 
Critics have suggested that Meier’s new home for the 
museum, as seen from the outside, does little to turn 
back the clock on this later phase of the Ara Pacis’ 
history and also appears too contemporary for the soft 
architectural contours found in the surrounding neigh-
borhood.  Some fear that it is nothing more than a 
modern temple to itself.  Yet even his detractors have 
found Meier’s solemn interior worthy of high praise, 
notably the profound respect he shows for the mas-
sive Augustan altar and its sublimely sculpted panels. 
For better or worse, his building thus invites visitors 
into an intimate encounter with Augustus and not 
Mussolini, with ancient Rome and not fascist Italy. 
 
One can imagine that Augustus himself may have 
been well pleased with Meier’s simultaneously for-
ward- and backward-looking vision. 
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Evan Sadasivan, Sophie Johnson, Anne Wagner, Catherine 
Duplant, and Lindsey Landgrover visit the Ara Pacis Augustae 
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How was Rome?  Was it awesome?  How many cities 
did you hit on 10-Day?  What was your favorite thing 
to do? 
 
These are the sorts of questions that students return-
ing from Rome almost always receive.  They are 
questions packed with enthusiasm and great expecta-
tions.  And inevitably, the answer comes back: It was 
great!  or  It was awesome! or It was fantastic!.  But 
then, strangely, the returning Romers whole account 
can trail off into distant murmurings.   Providing de-
tails that illustrate the whole experience can be hard 
to do. 
 

—continued on page  6 
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playground fun and outrageous adventure are part of 
what all students do when they are away from home 
and abroad.  At the same time, in response to the high 
aspirations and true challenges of the Rome program, 
most students take their experience in Rome many 
levels deeper.  As I’ve spoken to countless returning 
Romers, I’ve come to the conclusion that it is only as  
they progress through the rest of their academic ca-
reer at UD that they come to understand how much 
their Rome semester meant and how much it has 
caused them to grow and develop their sensibilities 
and minds.  
 
However mysterious this process of growth and ma-
turity may be, and whether it takes place during the 
Rome semester itself or some years later, the process 
itself needs to happen.  A good place to start is by 
understanding and articulating the nature of the expe-
rience itself.  Sometimes we don’t concretely know 
what we think about something unless we express that 
thought through words. 
 
So this is the advice I would like to give to all those 
who have or will have this experience in Rome. Re-
flect on the semester and try to articulate what it 
means, allowing it to be one that causes a lasting im-
pression and is a formative experience rather than 
simply a blur of memory.   Encapsulate important 
moments.  Remember the art, the scenery, the classes, 
literature, cultures, language, travel, friends, conver-
sations, beautiful weather, bad weather, food, adven-
tures, fencing, fighting, torture, revenge, giants, mon-
sters, chases, escapes, True Love, miracles...Aha, that 
was to see if you’re just skimming the surface or real-
ly paying attention to the meaning of words! 
 
Let’s make this more concrete: remember the little 
things, the experiences that define your semester, 
express them to yourself and others, describe them in 
words so that you remember not only during the se-
mester but afterwards as well. Expand your cultural 
vocabulary. That way, when someone says How was 
Rome? you can respond with an image, an impression 
that will remain in their mind and yours, expanding 
both the intellect and the senses. Try to remember 
these and then, as your education teaches you how to 
think and articulate, you will be able to understand 
how the Rome semester—what some have described 
as the core of the Core—has changed you into who 
you are. 

Spring 2011 student Timothy Gesner at the Capitoline Museums 
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—continued from page  5 
 
The problem is that it is basically impossible to re-
duce an entire semester down to one small phrase.  
However, being human, we communicate in sentenc-
es, and with language, and so it seems appropriate 
that we try to express what we’ve seen and experi-
enced.  The danger with such simplified language as 
great or awesome or fantastic is that we tend to, in 
our memories, reduce the Rome experience to a sin-
gular, analogous memory of some other previous 
event(s) in our lifetime rather than acknowledging, 
and then internalizing, and then finally articulating 
that something very new has taken place.  What is 
more, we may tend to romanticize the experience—
again, using our previous frame of reference—and 
therefore not understand its true impact.  However it 
is remembered, clearly or indistinctly, the Rome se-
mester impacts most students in a significant and no-
ticeable way.  Believe it or not, a transformation of 
character can take place without a student even know-
ing so. 
 
I’ve heard some criticisms of UD’s Rome program in 
regard to the question of transforming students’ lives.  
Some people argue, for example, that students are too 
young to understand what they’re experiencing and 
don’t realize the importance of the things they study 
and see.  Therefore, the semester is essentially wasted 
on them.  In a culture increasingly accustomed to in-
stant gratification and not to reflection, one can see 
how they might have a point.   Maybe Rome is just a 
fancy playground for students. 
 
Yet this position does not seem defensible to me.  My 
own view—based on my personal experience and 
observations—is rather that most students garner long
-term benefits from going to Rome.  Sure, simple  
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Veritatem, Justitiam Diligite. Love (esteem) truth, 
justice. That, of course, is the motto on the seal of the 
University of Dallas, at which I help on its Roman 
campus as an assistant to the chaplain, Monsignor 
Thomas Fucinaro.  I also work at the Vatican Obser-
vatory (Specola Vaticana) for my full-time ministry 
as a research astronomer in nearby Castel Gandolfo/
Albano. Admittedly, it is a fairly different ministry 
from that of most priests and religious but no less 
important, and, hence, people always wonder why the 
Church would direct some of its resources for such a 
thing. The answer is to be found in returning to the 
UD motto as a way to frame the discussion. 
 
Both the Specola Vaticana and the University of Dal-
las are part of a greater tradition and movement of 
education established by the Church over the centu-
ries, begun with the great Christian apologists in 
times of antiquity, continued in the great monasteries 
in the early Middle Ages, and most concretely real-
ized since then in the universities, school systems 
(primary, middle, and secondary), and research insti-
tutes sponsored and patronized by the Church, includ-
ing the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and the Vati-
can Observatory, just to name but a few.  Why does 
the Church value education? Rather than just a pursuit 
of knowledge or a skill (techne), it is done for a love 
of the truth that is to be found in such knowledge, 
which when brought to maturity becomes wisdom. 
Love the Truth, as the UD motto reminds us.  Why? It 
is because only in the truth do we find our meaning, 
the ultimate Truth being God Himself, Creator of all, 
the key to our meaning, and the Source of life as the  
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Lord Himself says in the Gospel of John: “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6). In so far as 
the type of truth that astronomy has as its subject mat-
ter (the nature of the universe along with its origin 
and fate, physical law, the very structure of reality 
itself, multiple universes, the nature of time, etc.— 
physical truth) is part of God's truth, that alone makes 
it worthy of pursuit and good. To know about our 
universe, about the nature of our reality, including our 
origin and destiny, is to know something of our place 
and purpose in this reality and of our relation to eve-
rything else in the cosmos, including with God.  And 
to know something of our meaning ultimately trans-
forms a person, not just in his mind but also in his 
heart. So, to look up at the stars at night is not only to 
behold the splendor of the cosmos but also to be con-
soled in one's heart that one somehow has found his 
place and meaning in this reality, most especially in 
the God who made it. As a case in point, St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, once said that “it 
was his greatest consolation to gaze upon the heavens 
and the stars, which he often did, and for long stretch-
es at a time, because when doing so he felt within 
himself a powerful urge to be serving our Lord” (St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, Autobiography, 11). For this rea-
son, the Church sees something such as science as a 
good endeavor, whereby the human uses his God-
given reason for God's greater glory. Hence, we see 
another important emphasis in the Catholic approach 
to reality: 1) the goodness of reason and its natural 
compatibility with faith (grace builds on nature); 2)  
faith seeking understanding; and, 3) finding God in 
all things, including in science. 

Pope Paul VI observes the first lunar landing 
from Castel Gandolfo in July 1969 

The Vatican Observatory at Castel Gandolfo, just minutes away 
from UD’s Due Santi Campus 
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No, their grill wasn’t long enough to break the exist-
ing world record of 20,229 feet (Turkey, 2009), nor 
did they grill the biggest burger ever—at a fat and 
juicy 350 pounds (Michigan, 2009).  They didn’t 
swallow as much 
smoke and fire as those 
171 fire-eating Austral-
ians did in one breath 
either (Sydney, 2002), 
and it’s also true that 
their guest list fell sev-
eral thousands short of 
the world record of 
150,000 persons fed at 
one sitting (India, 
1995).   
 
Instead, a hungry group 
of Due Santi residents 
got fired up in the 
Spring 2011 semester 
to break another thrill-
ing, grilling world rec-
ord: the record for the 
longest, continuous barbecue marathon.  They almost 
succeeded, too, serving a combination of one break-
fast, two lunches, one dinner, and a lot of sizzling 
snacks for just over 24 hours of continuous grilling.  
The Guinness Book of World Records’ mark stands at 
28 hours and 30 minutes (South Africa, 2010), so 
they just came up a few sausages short of infernal 
glory. 
 
Due Santi’s grilling marathon took place over the 
weekend of May 28th-29th, 2011 at the campus’ For-
no.  Consisting of an outdoor barbecue and pizza ov-
en, the Forno is one of the most popular spots on 
campus for residents to gather and hang out.   Gath-
ered there on that almost-historic weekend were or-
ganizers Ryan Reedy (Vice-Director) and his wife 
Ellen (Coordinator of Student Life), along with Jon 
Polce (the outgoing Coordinator) and a host of hon-
ored guests, including Peter Hatlie (Director) and his 
wife and daughter Barbara and Iola, Dr. Griffin Nel-
son (Philosophy of Man), Dr. Maeve Heaney 
(Western Theological Tradition), Dr. Waterman Ward 
(Literary Tradition) and family, Silvia de Simone 
(Business Office Manager) and her husband Sergio, 
as well as Assistant Chaplains Father Brady Williams 
and Father Derek Anderson. 

Choosing a menu for the event stirred up some heated 
debates among organizers.   How to prepare a proper 
forno breakfast, for example, got some of the organiz-
ers tempers’ inflamed.  Liberals warmed up to the 

idea of breakfast pizza 
on the grounds that it 
was an innovative 
(almost post-modern) 
approach to breakfast 
and also allowed eve-
ryone to get an equal 
piece of the pie.  Con-
servatives in the group 
objected to this posi-
tion, however, arguing 
rather for staying true 
to existing breakfast 
traditions and their 
hallowed trickle-down 
theories.  It turned out 
to be difficult to pre-
pare pancakes and 
mimosas on the grill, 
however, so the break-

fast pizza party won the day. 
 
If truth be told, somewhere along the way the group 
strangely lost sight of surpassing the world record set 
in South Africa the year before.  They thus saw their 
goal of Guinness glory turn to bitter ashes.  Many 
distractions and unusual events that came to pass dur-
ing the marathon help to explain how their original 
goals and dreams went up in puff of smoke.  A myste-
rious magician appear out of the dark in the early 
morning hours of May 28th and made successive ping-
pong balls disappear and reappear in the flames.  
Then, not long afterwards, a terracotta tile fell off the 
roof of the Forno itself and severed a Guinness beer 
glass into two evenly-cut pieces, the one simulating 
the map of Ireland (or maybe Texas) and the other the 
famous boot of Italy. 
 
Scenes like these made the hours fly by and, as such, 
become difficult to count with any accuracy.  Alt-
hough failing to break the record this time organizers 
vowed to rekindle interest in the enterprise.   As one 
participant declared in an attempt to get a new mara-
thon going earlier than later:  “Let’s strike the iron 
while it’s hot!” 

Sara Ambler, Ellen Reedy, Dr. Griffin Nelson, Ryan Reedy,  
and Joey Pustejovsky enjoy the fruits of the Forno! 


