General Information about Citing Sources

William A. Blakley Library

When you cite a source, not only does it give credit to the one who wrote the original work, it also serves as a way for someone else to find the article.  Therefore, it is important to be accurate and comprehensive in citing a work.  Use quotation marks when you copy exactly what the person wrote.  Reference the source when it gives you an idea that you rewrite in your own words.

As you proceed with your research and gather information, leave an organized paper trail.  As the examples below indicate, you need basic information to be able to cite a resource when you write your paper. Examples given are not from any style manual.

An example for a Book:   

Ortega y Gasset, Jose.  Some lessons in metaphysics.  New York: Norton. 1969. 
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An example for a Journal:

Click & Clash of Generations. Lancaster, Lynne.  Library Journal.  Oct.15, 2003, 128: 17, p. 36-39.
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An example for the Web:

Stim, Richard.  Copyright  Protection for Short Phrases. 2003, Stanford University. 10-27-03. http://fairuse.stanford.edu/
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When it comes time to cite the references, follow the style manual as instructed by your professor.  

There are examples from several style manuals, such as APA and MLA, posted on the William A. Blakley Library web site, as well as print copies of the manuals available in the library.
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