Web Seekers Watch Out! 

General Information to Evaluate Web Sites

William A. Blakley Library

Some web sites are not what they appear to be.  Listed below are four indicators to look for to establish the merit of a web site. Watch for the ACRC signs that lead to questions about the validity of the site.  
(  How Authoritative is the web site?

Does the author’s name appear on the web page?  

Is the author experienced in his field, ex: number of years? 

Has the author published other works in the same field?  

(  Is the web site Comprehensive?


Are all aspects of the subject covered, or just excerpts?


Does the web site refer to other resources such as those in print?


Is there an explanation for the use of particular criteria?

(  Is the web site Reliable?

Who is the sponsoring institution, generally indicated by the ending suffix of the site, for example, net, org, etc.?  

Do the facts support the author’s viewpoint, or is it bias?


Are there obvious errors in the information? 

Do the pictures, tables, or other illustrations enhance the web site’s usefulness?

(  How does Currency affect the web site?


When was the work created or revised?


Is the topic timely and up-to-date?


Are the links on the web site up-to-date? 

Additional Information for evaluating Internet sources:

Tutorial from Virtual Training Suite, UK:

 The Internet Detective 

Guidelines from the Johns Hopkins University, the Sheridan Libraries:

 Evaluating Information Found on the Internet 
Guidelines from UCLA, College Library: 


Evaluating Information on the Web: Using Critical Thinking Skills  
Note:  Unlike unmonitored web sites, databases offer a wealth of authoritative and valid resources.  Check out the databases to which the William A. Blakley Library subscribes.
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