Search Options

Boolean Operators

Boolean operators AND, OR, and NOT, are often used to combine keywords when searching electronic databases. Use of these operators can help make your search more focused, yielding more precise search results. 

	AND
	The Boolean AND actually narrows your search by retrieving only documents that contain every one of the keywords you enter. The more terms you enter, the narrower your search becomes.
Sleep AND Walking - finds all articles that refer to both sleep and walking.
This operator places no condition on where the terms are found in relation to one another; however, both terms have to appear somewhere in the field you are searching.

	OR
	The Boolean OR expands your search by returning documents in which either or both keywords appear. Since the OR operator is usually used for keywords that are similar or synonymous, the more keywords you enter, the more documents you will retrieve.
Sleep OR Walking - finds articles that refer to either sleep or walking.
This operator places no condition on where the terms are found in relation to one another; however, one or both terms must appear somewhere in the field you are searching. 

	NOT
	The Boolean NOT limits your search by returning only your first keyword but not the second, even if the first word appears in that document, too.
Sleep NOT Walking - finds articles that refer to sleep but not walking.



NOTE: Boolean operators can be used in all electronic databases.

Parenthesis

Using parentheses, is an effective way to combine several search statements into one search statement. Use parentheses to separate keywords when you are using more than one operator and three or more keywords.

	Without
Parenthesis
	Dog or cat and show or parade - to find everything on dog or cat shows as well as everything on parades, whether or not the articles refer to dogs or cats.

	With
Parenthesis
	(dog or cat) and (show or parade) - to find articles about shows or parades that refer to dogs or cats.


Proximity Operators

Proximity operators allow you to locate one word within a certain distance of another. The symbols generally used in this type of search are W and N.

	WITHIN
	Finds words within a certain number of words from each other, in the order they are entered in the search.
Franklin w2 Roosevelt - finds Franklin Roosevelt or Franklin Delano Roosevelt or Franklin D. Roosevelt, but would not find Roosevelt Franklin.

	NEAR
	finds words within a certain number of words from each other, regardless of the order in which they occur. 
television n2 violence would find "television violence" or "violence on television," but not "television may be the culprit in recent high school violence." 



NOTE: This type of search is not available in all databases. 

Wildcards and Truncation

Use the wildcard and truncation symbols to create searches where there are unknown characters, multiple spellings, or various endings.

	? 
	Type the search terms and replace each unknown character with a ? 
ne?t - finds citations containing neat, nest, or next

	*
	Type the root of a search term and replace the ending with an * 
comput* - finds the words computer, computerize, or computing.



NOTE: Symbols for wildcards and truncation can vary by database.

Searchable Fields

The following list will help you locate detailed information referenced in most databases as a field.

	Tag
	Description
	Example

	AU
	Author(s) last name followed by his/her first name and a middle initial if available
	AU Jefferson

	TI
	Searches the title of the article or a descriptive phrase
	TI education

	SU
	Searches the subject heading that each article is given
	SU Wall Street

	SO
	The source in which the given article was published
	SO Time

	AB
	Searches the abstract summaries for keywords
	AB Jupiter

	IL
	Searches for 1) type of illustrations, or 2) articles which include illustrations
	IL chart

	AN
	An identification (accession) number
	AN 9605200674

	IS
	International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)
	IS 08975213
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